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SERC Program Committee Meeting
February 19, 2026
9:30 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.
Virtual Meeting Minutes

In Attendance: Erin Benham and Tom Swan
Absent: Vice-Chairperson Steve Higgins and Deputy Commissioner Sone-Moyano

Others Present: Marjorie Davis, SERC Associate Director and Jennifer LeBrun, SERC Executive
Assistant

Special Education Partnership Update

Ms. Davis provided an update on the partnership with the Bureau of Special Education,
highlighting regular meetings and collaborative efforts to support IDEA programming. She
discussed a shift in programming focus from racial equity and social justice to special education,
noting a decrease in related contracts. Ms. Davis also shared updates on family engagement
initiatives, the Special Education Youth Advisory Council, and the School-Based Center for
Prevention, Education, and Advocacy. She concluded by introducing new programming under the
Disconnected Youth Initiative, which aims to gather data and research student challenges, with
Dwight Sharp set to provide further details at the next board meeting.

CT Technical School Special Education Collaboration

Ms. Davis and Ms. Benham discussed the need to connect with Dr. Pritchard regarding technical
school students and special education. Ms. Benham offered to reach out to Dr. Pritchard on Ms.
Davis's behalf, as she speaks with her regularly. Ms. Davis agreed to provide Ms. Benham with
bullet points and a brief overview of their goals and outcomes for the districts. They also
mentioned the success of two Torrington programs that were recognized at a national level.

Educator Wellness and LGBTQ+ Training

Ms. Davis discussed new professional development initiatives for educators, including a four-part
learning series on LGBTQ+ inclusive practices that began with a session on pronouns and student



support. She also announced a partnership with the Collective Space to offer regional educator
wellness experiences, starting with a full-day event on March 20th in Windsor, which will focus
on self-care, burnout prevention, and wellness. She mentioned two additional workshops planned
for April 24th at the New Britain Museum of American Art and May 22nd at the Westport
Y.M.C.A., with support from CEA and the Professional Development Grant.

Professional Development Events Update

Ms. Davis reported on upcoming 10-year anniversary of the DSR conference on May 8th at the
Omni New Haven.

There will be exceptional keynote speakers and workshop presenters. The conference will also
have a wellness area and D1J.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.



