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SERC works collaboratively with the
CSDE Bureau of Special Education (BSE) developing, coordinating,
and facilitating professional learning activities for educators,
students, families, leaders, and other professionals across
Connecticut

Below is a snapshot of IDEA Activities
by Project for 2025-2026
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IDEA Activities by Project

2025-2026
Project Name Number of
Activities by
Project

Assessment 2
Back-To-School 1
Disproportionate Representation 4
Early Childhood Education 8
General Supervision/Monitoring 1
Hearing Officers 3

IEP’s 2

Library/Library Web Seminars 1
Leadership 11
LRE/Inclusion 15

Misc Bureau 1

Nutrition 2

Scientific Research-Based Interventions 1
Specific Learning Disabilities/Dyslexia 23
State Advisory Council 1

State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report 1
Suspension/Expulsion 19

Technology in Education 9
Transition 16

Youth Work 8

Grand Total 129




SERC receives many requests from districts for customized
contracts to address their specific professional learning needs
relative to school/district priorities, specifically around racial

equity, special education, and curriculum and instruction topics.

Below is a snapshot of in-district contracts by topic.
July 1, 2025 to July 31, 2025
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In-District Contracts by
Topics and Category
July 1, 2025 to July 31, 2025

Racial Equity/Social Justice

Racial Equity 1

Racial Equity/Social Justice Total 1
Special Education

Co-Teaching 1

Inclusive Service Delivery 1

Paraprofessionals 2

Parent Involvement 1

Standards-Based IEP Introduction 1

Special Education Total 6

Curriculum & Instruction

Data-Driven Decision Making 1

SRBI Implementation

Curriculum & Instruction Total 2
Social-Emotional

Challenging Behaviors 3

Social Emotional Total 3

Grand Total 12




Fully Executed LEA Contracts by District and
Other Agencies/Organizations/Schools

July 1, 2025 to July 31,2025

District Agencies/Organizations/Schools
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Programming Updates Julv/August 2025

Family & Community Engagement
through
Connecticut Family School Partnerships

Led by the primary grantee, the Capitol
= ‘f‘*-.OGJ“ ® 5 Region Education Council (CREC), SERC is
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Connecticut Family School Partnerships
(CFSP), created out of a federal grant to
design a Statewide Family Engagement
Center for Connecticut. The CFSP promotes
. shared leadership between schools and
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OCJ c % families, partnerships to promote equal
NN E{:ﬂ voice, and a comprehensive web-based hub
for family engagement resources and
A NEMDFI( information. SERC'’s efforts under the CFSP
I:DI' Educqhon have focused on professional learning for

schools and community agencies and
direct service and training for families,
specifically:

On October 5, 2024, the first “Pages with Pops” event took place at Barnes and
Noble in Waterbury, CT. This has been a wonderful collaboration between SERC,
CREC, United Way and Barnes and Noble. This is a community-driven literacy
event designed to engage fathers and father figures in supporting their children's
reading journeys. With interactive story sessions, fun literacy games, and book
giveaways, Pages with Pops aims to foster stronger relationships between fathers
and their children through the power of books.



As the year continued, a partnership with Silas Bronson Library in Waterbury
developed, and they hosted the next two Pages with Pops events, one on March
29th, which had three local authors, and another local author spotlighted most
recently on June 12th, with over 25 people attending. The event featured the
reading of Maury Becomes a Super Saver! by local author David Maurice Sharp.

Free Community Literacy Event

tharh

About Our Event

Pages with Pops is a community-driven
literacy event designed to engage fathers
and father figures in supporting their
children’s reading journeys. With interactive

Thursday June 12,2025
6:00pm - 7:00pm

Silas Bronson Library
267 Grand Street, Waterbury

story sessions, fun literacy games, and book
giveaways, Pages with Pops aims to foster
stronger relationships between fathers and
their children through the power of books.
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Event Highlights

Read Alouds with Local Authors

Resources from Local Father Friendly
Organizations:
United Way of Greater Waterbury
Waterbury Youth Services
SERC
Silas Bronson Library
Bridge to Success

Crafts and Games

Refreshments
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Center for Literacy Research and Reading Success

The Center for Literacy Research and Reading Success, which is housed
under the Academic Office in CSDE, reached out to SERC last year to
partner on a Literacy and Family Engagement project, which is now a series
of events and activities titled "Families and Schools as Partners".

At the request of the Center, SERC put together reading "goody bags".
These bags have many items, including a book printed in English and
Spanish, that were selected to help students in K-3 practice their literacy
skills at home. A suggestion sheet
for practicing with these items is
included in the bag. SERC has now
distributed approximately 850
goody bags at 16 children's library
events around the state, reaching
six counties. The rest are in reserve
for in-person events that SERC and
the Center have planned for 2025-
26. Events that are planned for this

year include a session aimed at
families of English Learners or Multilingual Learners who are learning to
read, and a session aimed at educators and caregivers who want to
understand more about the science of reading.
Accompanying resources will be translated
into Spanish and electronically
distributed to as many organizations
as possible to reach more individuals.
Additionally, virtual sessions from
last year will be formally recorded,
transcribed, and published on CSDE’s
website for asynchronous viewing. SERC
will collect feedback from participants to
help the Center determine needs for
future events and resources.




DMHAS School-Based Center for Prevention,
Education and Advocacy

The SERC Library houses resources for SERC’s School-Based Center for Prevention,
Education, and Advocacy (The Center), a statewide source on mental health and
substance use prevention. The State Education Resource Center (SERC) developed
and operates the School-Based Center through an extended partnership with the
Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS).

The Center addresses gaps in community agency access to Connecticut’s K-12
schools, which themselves have lacked a central access point to curricula, programs,
practices, and interventions related to substance use. It is designed to help leverage
resources and community supports to ensure schools can provide educators,
students, families, organizations, and cities and towns with the most current
substance use information and services.

o Recent updates in programming include a collaboration with Waterbury
Public Schools to support their Welcome Center family liaisons in the
implementation of their youth prevention efforts. The Welcome Center staff
attended a Prevention Center open house at SERC in the Spring.

o In collaboration with Wheeler and The
Connecticut Clearinghouse, a

presentation on the intersection of B
Wellness, Family and Education

Connecticut Clearinghouse
in partnership with SERC

student well-being, family engagement,

Explore the powerful

3 September 19, 2025 ) )
and school supports will take place on 2100 to 4130 pum. ST S
September 19 at the Clearinghouse. TN eneagement and school

PLAINVILLE, CT 08082 support systems.

Join us for:

+ Apresentation from
OR ‘ i 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
SCANTO (] « Library tours
REGISTER 5{,

+ Light refreshments
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o On November 14, CT Technical High School nurses will attend a presentation
on Prevention Science and Prevention Center resources and support available

to them.
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