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In collaboration with the CSDE Bureau of Special Education, SERC 
continues to design, coordinate, and implement all special 

education programming to support educators, leaders, youth, and 
families throughout the 

2024-2025 year 
 

•  SERC continues to be responsive to support the CSDE with any 
specific requests for project coordination/facilitation/contract 
development or technical assistance to support their efforts on 
behalf of educators, students, and families. 
 

•  The 2024-2025 listing of all Special Education trainings and 
technical assistance activities to support the work of the Bureau of 
Special Education continue to be posted to the SERC Professional 
Development calendar and the CSDE Events calendar regularly for 
educators/families to register for: https://ctserc.org/events and 
https://nic.trumba.com/ 

 
• The special education assessments inventory in the SERC library is 

updated for educators to peruse and borrow, to support their work 
with special education students. More information can be found here 
https://ctserc.org/library. We continue to host sessions to display 
and demonstrate our Assistive Technology resources and equipment 
to support educators, families, and students. 

 
• SERC continues to engage and partner with the local community 

organizations and partners to support their educational and family 
engagement efforts collaboratively. 

https://ctserc.org/events
https://nic.trumba.com/
https://ctserc.org/library


 

 

 

Special Education Programming Supporting the 
Bureau of Special Education 

Snapshot of IDEA Activities by Project  
July 1, 2024 to January 31, 2025 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

IDEA Activities by Project  
July 1, 2024 to January 31, 2025 

Project Name # of Activities 
Back-To-School 2 

Disproportionate Representation 4 
Dropout Prevention Initiative 4 

Families as Partners (SFCP) 4 

General Supervision/Monitoring 1 

Hearing Officers 3 

IEPs 7 
Initiative on Diversity in Education 15 

Leadership 14 

Library/Library Web Seminars 1 

LRE/Inclusion 16 
Misc. Bureau 2 

Nutrition 2 
Paraprofessionals as Partners 10 

SPDG 3 

Specific Learning Disabilities/Dyslexia 28 

State Advisory Council 1 

State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report 1 

Suspension/Expulsion 20 

Technology in Education 9 

Transition 24 

Youth Work 15 

Grand Total 186 



 

 

SERC receives many requests from districts for customized 
contracts to address their specific professional learning needs 
relative to school/district priorities, specifically around racial 

equity, special education, and curriculum and instruction topics. 
 

Below is a snapshot of in-district contracts by topic. 
July 1, 2024, to January 31, 2025. 
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In-District Contracts by Topics and Category 
July 1, 2024 to January 31, 2025 

Racial Equity/Social Justice 
Racial Equity 1 

Culturally Relevant Practice 5 

Racial Equity Total 6 
Special Education 

Co-Teaching 2 

Paraprofessionals 2 

Parent Involvement 1 
Secondary Transition 4 
Strategies-LRE Decision Making 2 
Special Education Total 11 

Curriculum & Instruction 
Data-Driven Decision Making 3 

English Learners 1 

PBIS Implementation 1 

Curriculum & Instruction Total 5 

Social Emotional 

Challenging Behaviors 1 

Social Emotional Total 1 

Grand Total 23 
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Fully Executed LEA Contracts by District and Other 
Agencies/Organizations/Schools 
July 1, 2024 to January 31, 2025 

District Agencies/Organizations/Schools 

RSD 16 Andover, Hebron and Marlborough (AHM),  
Youth and Family Services 

RSD 18 After School Arts Program (ASAP!),  
Washington Depot, CT 

RSD 15 Connecticut Technical Education and Career 
Systems (CTECS) 

USD 1 Manson Youth Institution 
 (University of New Haven/Tow Youth Institute), 

West Haven, CT 

Stamford Gilead Community Services 

Stafford  

Wethersfield  

Coventry  

Milford  

Danbury  

New Haven  

Mansfield  

Unified School District 1  

East Hartford  

Newington  



 

 

 

Programming Updates 
 

The Learning Podcast 
 

SERC’s new Podcast series titled The Learning Podcast can be found by visiting: 
Podcast.serc.co 
 

 
The latest episode of the Learning with 
Multilingual Students series has been posted and 
features an interview with Dr. Megan Alubicki 
Flick, a multilingual learner consultant at the 
Connecticut State Department of Education, 
discussing recent developments in supporting 
multilingual learners. This episode is the second in 
the series.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Two episodes of the A Walk in My Shoes, series are also 

available. The series is a collaboration with Milford Public 
Schools and developed through the Special Education Youth 

Advisory Council. It creates a space for students to share 
insights and increase their capacity to make informed 

educational decisions. 
 



Dismantling Systemic Racism Conference  
May 9, 2025 Please Join Us! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• SERC and the SERC Foundation are pleased to present the 9th 
annual “Dismantling Systemic Racism Conference on Race, 
Education and Success” on Friday, May 9, 2025, at the 
Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford.  

 
• For more details and information, please visit 

https://conference.serc.co/ 
 

  

https://conference.serc.co/


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Connecticut’s African American/Black and Puerto Rican/ 
Latino Course of Studies 

(SBOE/SERC Board Update December 2024/January 2025) 
 

 Cohort 4    
 Training   
 Series  

The first session of the Cohort 4 Training Series was held on December 10, 
focusing on Semester 2 / Units 1 and 2. It is wonderful to be able to host the 
series in-person in SERC’s new building in Waterbury this year.  Participants had 
the opportunity to learn from: educator Jesus Tijerina, and author Christopher 
Rivas regarding Latino/Brown identity; author Nelson Denis regarding Legacy of 
Colonialism in Puerto Rico; and Social Studies teacher Adrian Solis regarding 
lesson implementation and student feedback.  The remaining Semester 2 sessions 
are scheduled for February 11 (Unit 3), March 11 (Unit 4), and April 8 (Unit 
5).  Please look for rescheduling information for Semester 1 sessions scheduled 
for January 31 (Units 1-3) and February 7 (Units 4-6).  
  

 Advanced     
 Topic   
 Sessions  

A virtual session focused on Latino History and Cross-Cultural Perspectives was held 
on January 14. Educators were invited to deepen their knowledge of Latino history 
given the state’s exponentially rising demographic with Dr. Johanna Fernandez and 
Mr. Miguel Melendez (one of the founders of the Young Lords).   
  
On January 15 and 22, evening sessions were held at The Lyceum in Hartford 
regarding the importance of Black American History Mapping.  Educator Sherma 
Rismay shared decades of research and hard work via her web-based platform that 
includes a plethora of artifacts, links, and visuals documenting Black American 
history. Participants were immersed in the material and the applications for 
classroom instruction.  
  
A film screening of “La Gran Fallacia”/”The Great Fallacy” was held the evening of 
January 28.  Participants had the opportunity to watch the documentary explaining 
Puerto Rico’s socio-political challenges related to colonialism and economic 
dependence.  The film provided participants with a critical and thought-provoking 
analysis of the historical and systemic issues of the island, and the resilience of 
Puerto Ricans throughout history.  During the discussion, one participant said, “No 
sabia que eso estaba pasando./I did not know that was happening.” Another said, 
“Que engañados estamos/How deceived we are.”  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Please join us for the following Advanced Topic Sessions coming up in February:  
 

• February 6 – Inquiry Into Black and Latino Studies:  A Genealogical 
Perspective – Sandra Taitt-Eaddy will guide participants through an evening 
of discovery of our ancestry.  (Note, this session is being 
rescheduled.  Please watch for update.)  
 

• February 19 - “Hecho en Puelto Rico”/”Made in Puerto Rico” - Monologue 
written and performed by Angel Vazquez that will be held at Roberto 
Clemente International Dual Language School in Waterbury.  
 

• February 20 and March 19 – Teaching African and Latino History Using CTs 
New Social Studies Standards – This revised two-day format will be held at 
The Lyceum in Hartford and provide participants with evidence-based 
strategies and tools that can be readily implemented in the classroom.  Dr. 
Beryl Bailey will be available to support lesson development between and 
after sessions.  

 
 Student Summit III  Student Summit III: Branches of the Same Tree – Black and Brown Unity was held 

on January 17 at the West Harford Conference Center.  This informative and 
engaging event gave students a view into history through the eyes and 
experiences of the Young Lords and the Black Panther Party members. The ever-
present community-forming activities provided students from Staples High School 
in Westport, Windham High School, and Whitney Hall School in Hamden unique 
moments to bring the history covered in this course alive.  Students inspired by 
the oral histories of Dr. Johana Fernandez, Mickey Melendez, and Denise Oliver-
Velez couldn’t wait to get their books signed.  Comments on exit cards referred to 
the Black women’s influence and impact on equality and how the Young Lord’s 
work in the healthcare industry led to the creation of the Patients’ Bill of Rights 
that is still used today.    
  
Watch for registration information for Student Summit IV:  
Navigating the Historical Waters of Our Unique Identities, to be held on March 
28th at Platt Tech High in Milford with special guests Christopher Rivas, Ebone Bell, 
and Noel Quinones.  
  

 Additional Winter/   
 Spring Activities for    
 2025-2026  

Exciting offerings include: Graphic Novel and Hidden Voices Legacy Projects, 
School-Based Coaching, Stipends for Materials Development, Showcase (May 13), 
and Curriculum Orientation for 2025-2026 (June 17 or 18).  Please see our 
website for further information.  
  



 

 

 

 External Evaluation  The purpose of this programmatic evaluation is to capture sample 
implementation practices, understand how students and teachers are 
experiencing the course, and explore the impact of the model curriculum on the 
historical thinking and identity development of students and teachers.  A 
representative sampling of districts is working with Dr. Edward Fergus, Principal 
Investigator of Collaborative Equity Solutions, LLC, in this study involving the 
following activities:  
 

• surveys with students and teachers of course;  
• focus groups with students and teachers of course;  
• observations of sample lessons;  
• collections of sample lessons and course/school artifacts; and  
• interviews with school counselors, curriculum/department 

coordinators, and school administrators.  
 

An aggregate report of findings will be generated based on cross-cutting themes 
regarding curriculum implementation and feedback that will be available by the 
Fall of 2025.    

 
 
 
Please reach out to any member of the SERC Project Team with questions. 
Heather Dawes, Project Specialist  dawes@ctserc.org 
Nitza Diaz, Consultant     diaz@ctserc.org  
Michelle LeBrun-Griffin, Consultant   griffin@ctserc.org  
Dwight Sharpe, Consultant   sharpe@ctserc.org 

Curriculum website: http://ctserc.org/pa1912 
 

mailto:dawes@ctserc.org
mailto:diaz@ctserc.org
mailto:griffin@ctserc.org
mailto:sharpe@ctserc.org
http://ctserc.org/pa1912
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