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The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) Section 619 falls under Part B 

of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act.  Section 619 authorizes grants to 

states for children with disabilities who are ages 3 through 5, while the IDEA Section 611 authorizes 

grants to states for students with disabilities ages 3 through 21, or high school graduation, whichever 

occurs first.  The state IDEA 619 grant, in great part, flows through to local school districts to address 

the excess cost of providing special education to eligible children with disabilities, ages 3 through 5. 

In the 2016-17 school year, there were 9,086 children ages 3 through 5 receiving special education.  

The majority of children, 3,497, were 5-year-olds.  There were 3,093 children who were 4-year-olds 

and 2,458 children were 3-year olds.  A significant percent of 3-year-old children with disabilities 

received services through the Birth to Three early intervention system.  The Annual Performance 

Report (APR) submitted to the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, 

indicates that all of the eligible children who were referred to a school district from the Birth to Three 

system received their special education and related services on or before their third birthday. 

While all of the IDEA disability categories are available to identify the disability category under which 

a child is found eligible for special education, three disability categories were most frequently used for 

young children.  In the 2016-17 school year, for the 619 population, 5,005 children were eligible due to 

a developmental delay; 2,414 children were eligible due to a speech and language disability and 1,061 

were children with autism.  Nationally, Connecticut serves approximately 6.9% of children ages 3 

through 5 in the state which is commensurate with national benchmarks. 

With regard to the least restrictive environment (LRE) requirements of the IDEA, the majority of 619 

children, 7,226 are served in an early childhood setting with 1,404 served in an early childhood special 

education program.  Children participating more than 10 hours in an early childhood program receive 

their services within that program.  Similarly, for those children participating less than 10 hours, the 

vast majority of services are within that program.  There are 341 children who received itinerant 

services and 21 children who received services in the home.  A small number of children are served in 

a separate school or residential facility. 

IDEA 619: Early Childhood Special Education Data Profile 


